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ABSTRACT 

This Kids Count report details trends in the well-being of 
children in Texas. The statistical portrait is based on indicators in the 
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a Hunger & Nutrition everyday life of Texans has gone on. In 1993, 
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statewide rise of 20.9% in the number of resented nearly one-quarter, or 23 -7%, of all in Bexar County, while El Paso County experi- 
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Figure 2.3 part of the 1996 federal welfare reform legisla- largely results from eligibility rules that place 
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Today Head Start provides comprehensive Nationally, Head Start services reach about 1985-1986 

educational and health services designed to 900,000 children, only about three out of five 

improve the school readiness of the nation’s children who qualify."’ 
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Tarrant Harris Dallas Travis Texas Bexar El Paso child Care subsidies, a 15.2% increase since 
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Since 1993, the number of children receiving programs expanded by 52.4% between 1993 While pre-kindergarten participation rose, 

public pre-kindergarten services in Texas and 2001. In both 1993 and 2001 El Paso Head Start enrollments remained compara- 

has grown substantially, a trend detailed in County reported the highest rates of pre- tively steady. Between 2000 and 2001, 
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does. Statewide, more than twice as many enrollment is largest in Harris 

three- and four-year-olds participate in public bounty, where more than four times more 
pre-kindergarten (20.6%) as in Head Start children are enrolled in pre-kindergarten 

(9.3%). The ratio between pre-kindergarten (24.1%) compared to Head Start (5.5%). 
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau. Numbers are based on the population 25 years or older. 
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100,000 teens in 2001. Figure 3.1 pictures the arrests per 100,000 teens, respectively) had Overall rates for teen pregnancy remain consis- 

juvenile violent crime arrest rate for Texas and improved most by 2001. Travis County led the tently higher than rates of single teen pregnan- 

each of its largest counties in 2001. Teen vio- decline in violent crime among teens, experi- cy, for the population overall and among the 

lent crime was lowest in Bexar County in both encing a drop of 74.9%, followed by Dallas j-^ce and ethnic groups. However, the gap 

1990 (at 209.2 arrests per 100,000 teens) and County, with a decrease of 45.3%. between teen pregnancy overall and single teen 
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exhibit the highest rate of teen pregnancy in 1990s. Still, rates of 

comparison to other race and ethnic groups single teen pregnancy 

(figure 3.3). The pregnancy rate for African- remained higher in 2001 
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Maternal & iNFANT>fEA>TH Since the mid-1980s, the rates of both low low birthweight births. An increase in multiple 

Due largely to advances in njedical technology, birthweight and very low birthweight births births has resulted in a greater proportion of 

the country>dnfant mortality rate has dropped steadily.^ Low birthweight chil- smaller babies. Very young and older mothers 

a significant amount over' the last several 2500 grams (about face higher chances of bearing low and very 
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31 . 5 %) between 1990 and 2001. White, nancy steadily declined from 1990 thorough ^ healthy economy and the transition of 

African-American, and Hispanic race and eth- 1997, this trend reversed for several subsequent families out of the state s public assistance sys- 

nic groups experienced comparable declines in years. Across each race and ethnic group, the the percentage of children enrolled in 

the proportion of these babies, falling in turn proportion of babies whose mothers received Medicaid fell by almost a fifth, down 18.0%, 
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rate increased by only 5.3%, trom 2.7 to 2.8 children living in shelters. There, the rate grew 

children per 1,000, between the two years. 21.4%, from 1.7 to 2.0 children per 1,000. 

Wider variation in this rate occurred among children in shelters also rose, by 
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